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Funktion One Res-4 speakers, using patented Axhead /
technology have been installed by Promedia Systems — r =

PROMEDIA PROVIDE
LONDON'S LATEST
UNDERGROUND CLUB
WITH A SERIOUS
SOUND SYSTEM. ..

vinyl in order 10 raise the deposit 1o open your own dance venue. But

that's precisely what Nigerian Ade Fakile had 1o do when he set up the
first manifestanon of Plastic People on the site of the former Fish {the club, not
the restaurant) in London's West End,

T he ultimate sacrifice 1o clubbing 1s selling your collection of prized jaz

Plastic People has been running since 1994 - when Ade went to his lavourite
Oxford Streer club The Fish to find it had closed. He managed 1o obtain the
landlord’s number and was told that while he couldn't use the “fish™ name he
could rent and promaote the premises himsell, That was the defining moment
when Plastic People was born and a record collection was yielded up.At the
end of the five year lease the builldine was earmarked lor office conversion and
so the search was on once again

Thus in March the Plastic People caravan headed east to the funkier, friend-
lier area of Old Street, right on the edge of fashionable Shorediteh, where
names like the Bass Clef, Straight No Chaser and Gilles Peterson (who also DJ's
ar Plastic People} are second nature among the savvy.

"This was the only place | could find because it's impossible 1o get planning
permission in central London,” said Ade. Not that his experience at Curtain
Hoad (where he was dealing with Hackney Council) was exactly & walk in the
park, and his planning application eventually had ro be sanctioned by the sec-
retary of state on appeal.

But in his zo0-capacity basement in Curtain Road, Ade has developed Plastic
People into a real cult club, With the aid of his architect pariner Harry Hewitt,
this former studio, with its low cetling and hard reflective surfaces, has been
lovingly converted imo a spartan rectangular box. with American walnut leor -
a conversion which with all the renewed invisible infrastructure will have
hoovered up around Lioo,ooo of Ade's hard-eamed cash

But at the Homelands Festival this spring he was exposed to the Funktion
One sound systerm, and by the Autumm he had built up the confidence (and = »
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p the funds) to replace his hired sound system with a permanent rig which has
recently been installed by Promedia Systems Lid. The system is based around
the legendary Tony Andrews/ John Newsham “Axhead” technology, now
embodied in the Funktion One systems. Once he had experienced the Funktion
One sound at Homelands, and then heard a set-up demo down at their Hoyle
Farm HO in Surrey, Ade became hooked

What's tmique about this venue is firstly that there are two D boothst facing
egch ather for a D] trade off twhich required 4 bit of technical wizardry with
the monitor booth outputs), and secondly that barring a couple of teken low
valtage halogen colour reflectors (which look like mint inverted groundrows)
there 1s absolutely no ighting: “It's what we call active darkness.” says Ade.

This installation features the first use of the new BSS Soundweb Mkl pro-
erammable DSP device, along with the new g6kHz sample rage and 24-bit con-
verters of the FDS-366 Omnidrive Compact Plus management systems, as well
as Connect soltware lor the € Audio Pulse ampliliers. Networked tosether, this
will allow Mexible anling/ offsite system management via Madem - including
monitoring of all the foads on the amplifiers and the emperare of each unin
And with remote gain conrels everything can be locked out of the Pulse
amnplifiers except the power switch

This system will evenually have dilferem preset EQ configurations for prin-
ciple DIs like Gilles Peterson and Ashley Beedle and Harvey, as well as Ade
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himsell, who can be found on Saturday nights presenting his cool blend of jaz,
which alrerniates with Hip Hop, House and Northern Soul. The nighr Jarvis
Cocker appeared the club was swelling to capacity.

Despite the club’s compact dimensions and low celling, the sound system has

The backroom equipment
at Plastic People includes C
Audio Pulse amplification
and BSS’s new Soundweb
Mkl digital signal process-
ing, used to control
Funktion One spealkers as
well as dedicated con-
trollers for the Nexo PS10s
used for peripheral sound

been cleverly thought out by lan Woodall's team. The four-way system com:
prises four of the Funktion One skeletal Res-4 top boxes, mourted In the hori-
wontal plane, which fit snuely against the chamfered walls, with their silver fas-
cias providing a stylish, futuristic ook, and four mighty F2i18 bass bins. Pairs of
MNexo PSio's can be Tound on D) monitor duty at both workstations and three
PSH's are used for peripheral sound

C Audio Pulse zxnoos control the subs and low-mids while zx650's power the
high-mids and HF, As for control, 8 pair of BSS FDS-366 Omnitrives are
assigned to the Funkrion One hoxes, while the Nexo speakers are on the
Soundweb network

Promedia’s Ian Woodall and Ade had hit it off seraight away. "It was evidem
he kmew what he wgnted, and it was something that | could relate 1o immedi-
ately,” says the former, “In fact he cared so much about the sound that he
would gauee feedback from the punters. Qur briel was 1o concentrate on elim-
inating any potential dead spots and hotspots, and so what you see in here is
state-of-the-art .. but that's precisely what he warnted to achieve.”

The system is so well balanced that minimal tuning was required. Promedia " I PLILS
fewnd they could correct g% of problems simply by changing the box posi- ! -
nons rather than with the EQ. However, Promedia, with assistance from BSS
Audio, had 1o carry out one modilication to solve the problem of sound level
compatibility once the the two Ds star firing ofl each other's manitors from
opposite ends of the dancefloor via the obligatory Techmics SLizios (unusually
fitted with Shure carte)-and Denon CD playback. Had they used the standard
bogth output and volume contral on the Formula Sound FSM-6oo's the sound
would have been alfected in both locations,

Instead, they ran a separate feed from each D] booth straight into
Soundweb, bypassing the standard booth contrel and rewired the control
directly 10 one of the elght Soundweb control ports: "This deals with the con-
trol seamlessly.” confinms lan. “We did & few listening tests and it was perfect.”

This is the first installation with the new Mkl and aside from the superio
audio performance and digital AES-EBU stereo input and output cards, lan
Woodall recognises that he couldn’t have implemented this piece of customi-
sation on the oviginal Soundweb. Furthermore, because of the inherent temp-
tation of Bs w overtrive thelr monitors, Promedia were erateful lor Nexo's
sensor control. which takes over when the peak limit is being reached

And that's about it. There are no frills about this club. But with change out of
Lion for the lighting, the audio boys reckon that Plastic People achieves just
about the perfect ratio of sound to ghting

NIGHT

78




